WEDNESDAY 3/18/20 $1.50 Oahu, $2 neighbor islands MAINTAINING HAWA 
' PAVEMENT 


$450,000 in grants Joe Biden beats 

will fund projects Bernie Sanders 

to improve Lanai’s in 3-state 

natural landscape primary sweep 0 Driveways 
LOCAL / B4 NATION / A7 

gonent é 


THE PULSE OF PARADISE >STARADVERTISER.COM 
Reaching 287,289 daily readers Monday-Saturday 


CLOSED T TOUR 


Bars and clubs are ordered to close, and 
restaurants are urged to do takeout only 


Gov. Ige asks visitors to postpone their trips 
for the next 30 days as Hawaii cases grow to 14 
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Gov. David Ige spoke at a news conference Tuesday about guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Behind him is Ken Hara, direc- 
tor of the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency and coronavirus incident commander. 


Surge of Hawaii patients 
could cripple hospitals 


By Dan Nakaso 


dnakaso@staradvertiser.com 


ov. David Ige on Tues- 

day took the extraor- 

dinary step of asking 

all visitors planning to 

come to Hawaii to 
postpone their trips for the 
next 30 days and reschedule 
“for another date” to curb 
the further spread of the 
new coronavirus across the 
islands. 

Ige had no estimate for 
the economic impact on the 
island economy, which re- 
lies on tourism. 

“We do know there will be 
significant impact,” he said 
at a Capitol news confer- 
ence. 

But Ige emphasized that 
his call to postpone island 
visits is essential to slow the 
spread of COVID-19. 

“We're suggesting all ac- 
tivities shut down for the 
next 15 days,” he said. 

Later, in a statement, Ige 
said, “The actions I’m an- 
nouncing today may seem 
extreme to some of you, and 
we know that it will have 
negative effects to our econ- 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS 


President Donald Trump listened Tuesday during a 
news briefing at the White House. 


Trump asks Congress 
for $1 trillion in aid 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Zeke Miller 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON >> In a mas- 
sive federal effort Tuesday, 
President Donald Trump 
asked Congress to speed 
emergency checks to 
Americans, enlisted the 
military for MASH-like hos- 
pitals and implored ordi- 
nary people — particularly 
socially active millennials 
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ing home to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

His proposed economic 
package alone could ap- 
proach $1 trillion, a rescue 
initiative not seen since the 
Great Recession. Trump 
wants checks sent to the 
public within two weeks 
and is urging Congress to 
pass the eye-popping stim- 
ulus package in a matter of 
days. 
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By Kristen Consillio 


kconsillio@staradvertisercom 


Hawaii hospitals could 
be under tremendous 
strain as more patients di- 
agnosed with the new 
coronavirus and other se- 
rious medical conditions 
inundate medical facilities. 

The situation might get 
substantially worse if the 
state doesn’t “flatten the 
curve” of infection now, 
with an estimated 40% of 
the adult population po- 
tentially being infected 
over a year in a moder- 
ate-case scenario, accord- 
ing to a ProPublica 
analysis based on a model 
by the Harvard Global 
Health Institute. 

Over 12 months Hono- 
lulu hospitals could get an 
estimated 93,700 coronavi- 
rus patients, requiring 
3,120 beds, nearly four 
times the number of avail- 
able beds, based on mod- 
erate estimates. That 
would overwhelm inten- 
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sive care units that have 
an average 73 available 
beds, 9.3 times times 
fewer than what is needed, 
the data shows. 

The state currently has 
340 intensive care unit 
beds and 561 ventilators 
— machines that provide 
oxygen for patients unable 
to breathe on their own in 
severe respiratory dis- 
tress, according to the 
Healthcare Association of 
Hawaii. 

State officials are urging 
the public to distance 
themselves from one an- 
other to stop the rapid 
spread of COVID-19, warn- 
ing that the health care 
system will collapse if too 
many people get sick at 
once. Hospitals statewide 
have a total of 3,069 beds, 
including 166 isolation 
rooms currently in use, 
and routinely run at or 
near capacity. 

“Many of the hospitals 
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Screening sites 
Officials urge residents 
to follow protocol when 
trying to get tested for 
COVID-19. B1 


e Bars and restaurants 
make changes; hotels 
could face closures. A8 

e Major child care 
provider stays open 
for children of health 
workers, others suspend. 
operations. A11 

e Retailers set special 
hours for seniors. B2 

e A list of recent 
cancellations. B2 

e Iwilei building offered 
up to house homeless 
who may need to be 
quarantined. B3 

Mayoral candidates cut 
back on campaign 
activities. B3 

e HSTA files grievance 
over DOE plan to call 
teachers back. B5 


NATION 

e New research shows 
young children could 
become seriously ill. A9 

e Governors lead the 
nation’s response. A12 


INTERNATIONAL 

e Countries around the 
world work to slow the 
spread of the virus. A12 


BUSINESS 

e Travel businesses seek 
federal assistance. B4 

Hawaii retailers are 
feeling the pinch. B5 


SPORTS 

e Aloha Stadium 
suspending all events 
through May 14. C1 

e NFL considers holding 
off on approving free 
agent signings like the 
deal to bring former 
Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady to the 
Buccaneers. C1 

e The PGA Championship 
will be rescheduled. C1 


THE NUMBERS 


March 17 at 2 p.m. 


Confirmed cases 14 
Persons with 

testing pending 
Persons testing 93 


negative 


Persons self- 
monitoring with 9 
DOH supervision 
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